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Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

Partners in the work of the Spirit

New Ancilla College President
Mr. John 
Razzano, 
Chairman of 
the Board of 
Trustees of 
Ancilla College, 
announced 
recently that Dr. 
Ron May has 
been appointed 
as the fifth 
president of 
Ancilla College.  

He will begin his duties on July 1, 
2006, replacing Interim President Neil 
Thorburn who has been with the College 
since February 2005.

“Following an extensive search process, 
the Board is confident that the best 
person has been selected to lead Ancilla 
College forward,” stated Mr. Razzano.  
“We are excited to have someone 
with Dr. May’s experience as the next 
president of Ancilla College.”

A native Hoosier, Dr. May began his 
education in Indiana, graduating from 
Vincennes University with an Associate 
Degree in Social Sciences.  He received 
his Bachelor of Arts in History and 
Political Science from Tusculum College 
in Greeneville, Tennessee and his 
Master of Arts in Teaching—Elementary 
Education from East Tennessee 

Dr. Ron May is the 
new Ancilla College 
president

Celebrating Earth Day
Although April 22 is the national day set 
aside to celebrate our Earth, every day is 
a day to “Touch the Earth, Our Home.”  
This theme was the title for a celebration 
of Earth Day at the PHJC Ministry 
Center.   

Earth Day was begun by Senator 
Gaylord Nelson and organized by Denis 
Hayes.  Organized events resulted in 
the largest grassroots mobilization in 
US history.  The first Earth Day in 1970 
rallied over 20 million Americans from 
around the country.  Out of these events 
emerged the environmental movement, 
and with it, environmental legislation—
the Clean Air and Clean Water Acts. 
For the 20th anniversary of Earth Day 

in 1990, Denis Hayes 
again led the effort and 
more than 200 million 
people in 141 countries 
participated 
worldwide. 
Now that’s 
creating 
ripples 
due in large 
part to the efforts of hundreds of local 
organizers!

The members of our local organizing 
committee were representatives from 
Mission Integration, Lindenwood, 
Earthworks, Sister residents, Maria 

(Earth Day, continued on page 10)

(College, continued on page 11)

http://www.poorhandmaids.org/
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In Memory / This & That

This&That
As a 1966 graduate of Mater 
Dei High School in Breese, 
Illinois and because she has 
been involved in significant 
service to the community in 
the areas of religion, social, 
academic and educational 

service in her life, Sister Joetta Huelsmann was 
inducted into the Mater Dei Hall of Honor on 
May 6.

Currently Sister Joetta is serving as the co-director 
of John XXIII Retreat Center in Hartford City, 
Indiana.  She has been involved in teaching, 
pastoral ministry and community service 
throughout her years as a Poor Handmaid of 
Jesus Christ.  Congratulations to Sister Joetta for 
receiving this award! 

Sister Cathy Schwemer 
has been hired as the 
Executive Director of the 
North American Conference 
of Associates and Religious.  
She begins on July 1, 2006.  
NACAR is a networking 

group that identifies issues that are relevant to 

In Memory of our Associates
Ann Marie Lindsey passed away on March 23, 2006 
in Chicago.  Ann became an Associate in 1991 and 
was recognized in 2001 for her 10th anniversary as 
an Associate.  Funeral services were in Chicago and 
a Mass of Christian Burial was held at her parish, 
St. Daniel the Prophet Church, on March 27, 2006.  
Along with being a PHJC Associate, Ann also was a 
member of St. Ignatius Mothers’ Club and the Glenola 
Club.  Ann is survived by two sons, five grandchildren 
and a great-grandchild.  Ann was also a sister of the 
late Rose Fox, also an Associate.  May Ann Marie rest 
in peace.

Anne Ryan passed away on May 12, 2006 in 
Plymouth.  She was a resident of Catherine Kasper 
Home.  Anne became an Associate in 1991, and in 
2001 was recognized for her 10th anniversary.  This 
year marks her 15th year as a PHJC Associate.  Anne is 
survived by one sister from Illinois and several nieces 
and nephews.  Originally from Knox, Indiana, Anne 
lived many years in Maria Center before moving to 
the Catherine Kasper Home.  She was 90 years old.  
May Anne rest in peace.

Associates and vowed religious.  Sister Cathy will 
manage and direct the national NACAR Office.

Sister Linda Volk, Sister Cathy Schwemer 
and Brother Bob Overland, FS recently had 
an article published in the January–March 2006 
issue of InFormation.  The article titled “Fresh 
Breath of the Spirit:  A Sister Community is 
Born,” addresses the struggles and experiences 
of founding Fiat Spiritus as a new religious 
community.  InFormation is published by the 
Religious Formation Conference.
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Development

Through Word Gathering we 
attempt to keep the reader 
aware of the PHJC mission 
by providing factual and 
timely information, sharing 
experiences and happenings, 
creating awareness and 
participation, challenging others 
to take action on issues and 
communicating the image of the 
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ.
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Identity Theft Happens to Donor
People are generous to the missions 
of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus 
Christ and we are very grateful.  
Please know the importance of 
sending the money donated to 
the PHJC Development Office 
in Donaldson and marking it for 
the ministry that the donor is 
supporting.

In order to convince our readers 
how important this is I would like 
to share what happened to the sister 
and brother-in-law of one of our Sis-
ters.  In early March they received 
a call from their bank asking if they 
had been to Japan recently.  
Not having been out of the 
country, the bank clerk 
shared that they had 
been a victim of 
identity theft.

Someone had 
faxed a note to 
the bank with the 
couple’s full name 
typed at the top and 
what appeared to be the woman’s 
signature at the bottom requesting 
$4,000 from their account.  The 
bank, fooled by the signature, sent 
the money!

That was a month ago.  Last week 
another fax came requesting $7,000.  
That’s when the bank got suspicious 
and called the couple.  A police 
officer interviewed them.  He asked 
if they had sent any checks outside 
the United States.  The woman said 
the only check she had sent was to a 
PHJC Sister in Africa for her work 
in an orphanage.  The officer then 
related that he is almost positive that 
was how her identity was stolen.

The police officer stated that Africa 
is one of the largest “hot spots” for 
identity theft.  He shared that the 
way this happens is that the Sister 
to whom the check was written 
in Africa deposited the check in 
the bank and someone at the bank 
photocopied the check with the 
signature and the couple’s full 
names.  Thus they had their account 
number, full names and a signature 
to create the fax and fool the bank.

The importance of knowing this in-
formation is to as-
sure all donors 

that the 

best 
way to 
send donations is to send it to the 
PHJC Development Office, P.O. 
Box 1, Donaldson, IN 46513, and 
mark it for the ministry for which 
the donation is being made.  These 
moneys are then electronically 
wired to the accounts in Africa, or 
wherever the ministry is located.  
In this way the generosity of the 
PHJC donors is safeguarded and 
the people for whom the donation is 
intended receive the entire amount.

- Sister Virginia Kampwerth, PHJC, 
Provincial Councilor

http://www.poorhandmaids.org/
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Special Feature

Jubilarians Celebrate Many Years of Ministry

—75 Year Jubilarians—

Sister Carmeline Parisi

For most of my PHJC life, my 
ministries included serving and 
caring for children at PHJC 
orphanages and helping the 
elderly with their needs.  By 
doing this work, I was privileged 
to follow in the footsteps of 
Blessed Mary Catherine.

I have very fond memories of the days I spent in 
Thailand.  I cared for the children, played with them and 
told them stories about Jesus.  They were so grateful for 
any little thing I did for them.  It was indeed my delight 
to have had this experience.  During this jubilee year, I 
thank God for my life as a Poor Handmaid.

Sister Maricita Petrites

As I reflect on my life as a Poor 
Handmaid, my memories go back 
to the long years God has given 
me to love and serve Him.

My heartfelt thanks to God the 
Father, my Creator; God the 
Son, my Savior; and God the 

Holy Spirit, my Comforter, first for the grace of my 
vocation, then thanks for all members of the PHJC 
community and my family and many friends.  I will 
continue to pray for all.

Lastly, I give God, my Savior, special thanks for the 
stroke I suffered at the end of last year.  This has given 
me the time and opportunity to become more prayerful 

for the intentions of the whole world.  I give God 
honor, praise and glory for this gift.

Sister Ruth Schroeder 

Sister Ruth taught school in 
Mishawaka and East Chicago, 
Indiana and also in Wendelin, 
Edwardsville and Chicago, 
Illinois.  For years she taught 
the primary grades and for 
many more years she taught 
kindergarten.  During her fifteen 

years at Angel Guardian Orphanage, Sister was a 
“small one” among the little ones of her class.  Her 
kindergarten classroom was alive with all that small 
children enjoy. 

In 1993 Sister was invited to leave the kindergarten 
children to be activity director at the Catherine Kasper 
Home.  All of her gifts, joys and celebrations were 
then focused on the senior Sisters’ happiness. 

Now her world of retirement is smaller but her chatter 
still speaks of the “little one” whose life was lived as 
the “littlest angel” to so many people.

—70 Year Jubilarians—

Sister Frances Herumin 

I never thought I would live to see 
my 70 year jubilee.  But now that 
I have, I look forward to my 100th 
birthday, which is only eight years 
away.  As I look back on the 50 
years that I taught school, I have 
fond memories of my time at Holy 
Cross School in Wendelin, Illinois.  

Because this was a public school, there was more 
money to do special projects with the students, which I 
enjoyed.  My hopes for the future of our Congregation 
include the hope that the PHJC Associates will continue 
the work of the Poor Handmaids.

Jubilarians2006
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Sister Johnilda Mannhard 

As a third grader I observed 
that slow learners, socially-
unacceptable children or low-
income children were not given 
the attention they needed at 
school and I had a great desire 
to help.  I began by helping my 
classmates, all through grade 

school, high school and college.  When I became a 
teacher, these children were my specialty.  Most of 
my 20 years of teaching were in the third and fourth 
grades where I helped put back on track those who 
had lost out for many reasons.  Because I continued 
to persist in helping slow learners, educators began 
to pay attention to these students’ needs and finally 
provided  “Special Ed” for them.  I felt that I had done 
a lot as a teacher, but I was not finished as I began 
childcare at Angel Guardian Orphanage.  I was still 
helping poor children.  After AGO closed I began 
ministry to the elderly in their homes, the sick and 
dying and their caregivers.  Also a wonderful ministry.

I am glad that I had all these opportunities because 
of all the knowledge and wisdom I gained.  I would 
not have wanted to be anywhere else but where I 
was asked to minister as a Poor Handmaid of Jesus 
Christ.  My hope has always been to be able to help 
the poor and powerless.  I feel that this hope that 
began in my childhood and has grown deeper and 
stronger all through the years, will continue into the 
future of my life.

Sister Rose Marie Kalil

In her 70 years as a Poor 
Handmaid, Sister Rose Marie 
Kalil served both the young and 
elderly, in childcare and at a 
retirement home. 

She ministered at St. Vincent 
Villa Orphanage in Fort Wayne, 

Indiana, St. John’s Orphanage in Belleville, Illinois, 
Angel Guardian Orphanage in Chicago, Illinois, St. 
Elizabeth Hospital in Chicago, St. John’s (Director of 
Priest’s Retirement Center) in Belleville, St. Joseph 
Hospital in Mishawaka, Indiana and Healthy Family 
Center in Mishawaka.

In 1995 Sister Rose Marie retired to Catherine Kasper 
Home.

Sister Rosemary Wagner

My 70th anniversary!  Where 
have the years gone and where 
do they bring me?  As I reflect, 
I realize with gratitude that my 
good Catholic family and the 
joyful dedication of the Poor 
Handmaids of Jesus Christ 
who were my teachers at St. 

Augustine School in Chicago, planted the seeds of 
my vocation.  I thank God daily for these blessings.  
As a young neophyte teacher at St. Mary School in 
East Chicago, I began a career that lasted more than 
fifty years.  During those years I taught in Chicago, 
Mishawaka, Hammond and Quincy.  Because every 
day was a challenge, often an exciting experience, and 
always an opportunity to touch the lives of loving, 
lively and often unpredictable children, I never felt a 
real need to change careers.  When former students 
visit and share their accomplishments with me, I thank 
God again for the privilege of partnering with him. 

There comes a time when we realize that we should 
accept a life of less active ministry.  That realization 
brought me to Catherine Kasper Home where I am 
enjoying retirement with forty-five other young-at-heart 
Sisters.  I volunteer service in our Development Office 
and library and always find time to relax, pray and play.

—60 Year Jubilarians—

Sister Antoinette Volk 

I’ve enjoyed my 44 years in 
dietary service at various schools 
and hospitals.  I enjoyed working 
with many different people and 
learned a lot from them.  These 
days I work in the activity room 
at Catherine Kasper Home cutting 
material and making comforters.  

I’m looking forward to my jubilee celebrations, 
especially the first one when I will celebrate my 60 year 
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jubilee at the same Mass my brother and sister-in-law 
will celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary.  My life as 
a Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ has been rewarding.

Sister Cecile Wisman

The Poor Handmaids of Jesus 
Christ taught at St. John’s School 
in Quincy.  A friend and I went 
to visit with the Sisters.  Interest 
in the Poor Handmaids of Jesus 
Christ grew even though the 
School Sisters of Notre Dame 
had taught me.  Through the 

Sisters at St. John, contact was made with the Poor 
Handmaids in Donaldson for more information.  My 
friend and I both entered the PHJC congregation.  
After my profession of vows, I served in several 
ministries including as an educator, both as a teacher 
and a principal, as an organist, as business manager of 
Ancilla College and later as a volunteer.  

Every morning I use my worn “Calendar of 
Reflections” and pray for my deceased family, 
Sisters, friends and others.  I am grateful to the PHJC 
Community for the education I received.

Sister Celine Tomasic

As I reflect on my life for the past 
81 years, gratitude for being called 
to the Poor Handmaids of Jesus 
Christ community fills my mind.  
Excitement and challenges faced 
me, for as a second year novice, 
I was missioned to St. Augustine 
School in Chicago as a third grade 

teacher.  Since that day, teaching became my profession 
for 59 years.  Although teaching was difficult at times, 
I must say it had its rewarding moments.  To this day, it 
is a pleasure to meet former students and learn of their 
successes in whatever career they chose.

At present I am sacristan and cantor at St. Francis 
Xavier Church in Lake Station, Indiana, and also 
a volunteer at the information desk at St. Mary’s 
Medical Center in Hobart.  My community has been 
extremely good to me.

Sister Claudine Magolske

Blessed Mary Catherine’s words, 
“It is a great honor to be a Poor 
Handmaid of Jesus Christ,” truly 
reflect how I feel about my 60 
years as a PHJC.  Through  the 
prayer support of my Sisters, 
community has been a strength in 
the blessed times as well as the 

challenging ones.

My greatest delight during this Jubilee will be a stance 
of thanking God for the many graces received as well 
as for my Community and my family.  It has been a 
joy to be able to live the life of a Poor Handmaid.

Sister Josephine Iffert 

My, where have these 60 years 
gone!  These are times when 
I remember the earlier years 
of leaving home and family… 
and those who had helped me 
to answer God’s call.  There 
are memories, too, of Poor 
Handmaids who walked with me 

in my different ministries…other friends who called 
me to greater awareness of God’s presence in our 
world.  For all this, I am grateful!

Meeting people of various cultures who taught me 
about God and his concern for his people has certainly 
been a blessing.  This often enabled me to open my 
heart to the needs of others as Catherine Kasper did.  
How true this is about my present ministry at St. 
Elizabeth’s Hospital.  Each day brings new people to 
meet, more listening to do and more love to share.

How will I spend this Jubilee Year?  …watching the 
growth of those “little seeds” planted in our back yard, 
visiting some of the newest members in my family (4th 

Congratulations



Summer 2006 | 7

Special Feature

generation), sharing time with old friends, meeting 
some of the new members in “Catherine’s family” 
…and completing the celebration of my 80th birthday! 

Sister Jude Henken 

Sister Jude Henken has served in 
food services almost her entire 
religious life except for a two-
year period when she assisted 
with childcare at St. John’s 
Orphanage in Belleville, Illinois.

Sister provided Food Service 
from 1948–1999 for different ministries in Fort 
Wayne, Mishawaka and Donaldson, Indiana; 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Burlington, Iowa; Chicago 
and Belleville, Illinois.  For several years she provided 
Community service before retiring to Catherine 
Kasper Home in 2005.

Sister Julia Barry 

Sixty years ago I made my vows 
to God and my commitment to the 
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, 
not knowing where that choice 
would lead me or what would 
lay ahead.  Now after these many 
years of living in community, I 
would gladly do it all over again.

My ministry as a Poor Handmaid has been varied.  
Among my ministries was caring for children at our 
three orphanages over a period of 27 years.  Due to the 
closing of Angel Guardian Orphanage in 1974, I found 
myself looking for a new ministry.  After searching, 
I was fortunate to find a position in the LaFarge 
Program at the Forever Learning Institute located at 
the Motherhouse of the School Sisters of St. Francis 
in Milwaukee.  For a period of seven years I was an 

instructor in various classes.  From there I did parish 
ministry in Edwardsville, Illinois, then as teacher aide 
at St. Bavo’s in Mishawaka, Indiana.  Now I am a 
volunteer in the PHJC Development Office.

Yet through all these changes, my mission has been 
the same, to receive and to share God’s love and 
compassion.  I have met many, many people that have 
shown me the face of Christ by their steadfast faith 
and by the joy of their daily lives.

Sister Leandra Welling

I am most grateful and blessed 
that God has chosen me to 
be a Poor Handmaid of Jesus 
Christ so that I could follow my 
dream.  When I visited St. John’s 
Orphanage in the fifth grade and 
saw the children I looked up at 
the sky and said, “God, I want to 

take care of your children.”  I was taught by wonderful 
teachers, the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, all 
through the eighth grade.  They inspired me and were 
good examples to follow.

Caring for children has been a very rewarding ministry.  
I was a cottage mother for boys and then for girls at 
St. Vincent Villa, Fort Wayne.  Then I was a cottage 
mother for boys, girls and baby girls ages two through 
five at Angel Guardian Orphanage, Chicago.  In 1974 
when Angel Guardian closed I went to St. John’s’s Day 
Care, Belleville, Illinois, as the director.  In 1987 I had 
a change of ministry.  I began ministering to adults as 
director of Maria Center, apartments for seniors who 
live independently at our Motherhouse.

I wish to thank and ask blessings on all Poor 
Handmaids of Jesus Christ, my parents and family 
for all the love and friendship given to me.  May God 
continue to bless me and all those with whom I come 
in contact.

to all Jubilarians!
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Sister Mary Conrad Kirchhoff 

As I look back over 60 years as a 
Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ, 
I feel a deep sense of gratitude 
to God, my family and the Poor 
Handmaid congregation for 
providing the opportunities to 
minister in teaching, childcare, 
leadership, retreat work, etc.  

They called forth gifts I never realized I had.  I’ve had 
the opportunity to find God in many people, countries, 
cultures and challenges:  to have a poor Indian gardener 
wanting to kiss my feet after I gave him a small 
Christmas gift; to have a CEO explain the value of my 
“presence” to me, to have a woman who had once been 
under my care in a children’s home thank me because 
“You were the first person to make me feel that I was 
worth something,” are humbling experiences.

As a retiree, today’s ministry landscape is very 
different.  Society and religious life have changed 
drastically.  I see my ministry as one of finding and 
using new gifts, moving out of the way physically but 
more deeply in my heart and my prayer life supporting 
active members with listening ears and time; to 
strengthen my faith in today’s congregation, living in 
hope that we will walk the way of the future planned 
by God; to nurture my love for God.

—50 Year Jubilarian—

Sister Kathleen Morrissey

As I reflect on my life as a 
PHJC the dominant words are 
CHANGE and NEW LIFE.  
When I entered in 1953, the 
emphasis was on a daily schedule 
that was the same for everyone.  
Silence was observed at all times 
except for a short recreation 

time and after dinner and supper.  Great silence began 
with the 8:00 p.m. bell and lasted until after breakfast 
the next morning.  Sunday was special since there 
was a longer period of recreation in the afternoon.  
Community prayers were in common and the office 
was chanted.  Life was quite rigid in those early days.  

Much has changed over the years.  As the oldest girl 
in a family of 12, I learned to see what had to be 
done and accepted responsibility with ease.  We had a 
large novitiate with 17 postulants and 16 novices.  In 
1954, the Marian Year, 15 of us were received.  Each 
could suggest their new religious name.  Knowing 
that Provincial Leadership made the decision on our 
name choice, I prayed hard to Sister Catherine daily 
as I visited her grave because I put Kathleen down 
for all three choices.  Ten of us proclaimed first vows, 
but with Vatican Council changes many were leaving 
so that we were only five for perpetual vow day.  In 
1980 I was the only one left for Silver Jubilee.  I credit 
God’s grace and am grateful for my parents, family, 
friends and community members whose prayers 
carried me through the stormy times.

—25 Year Jubilarian—

Sister Sharlene Kakkattil 

As I reflect on my life as a Poor 
Handmaid, memories come to 
mind of the day of my first vows. 
I bow before God with awe and 
wonder, and ponder with deep 
gratitude and love, the way that 
God has been faithful to me in 
the past 25 years of my journey 

as a Poor Handmaid.  I began my faith journey in 
India in 1981 and I complete my first 25 years of 
grace with our Sisters here in the US.  I consider 
this as a great gift from God as I share the life of our 
congregation here and now.

My heart overflows with deep love for God and 
for His people to whom I am called to minister. I 
am grateful to my parents and siblings who have 
planted seeds of faith within my heart and to teachers, 
facilitators and mentors in my religious formation who 
nurtured it and helped me grow as a Poor Handmaid.  
I owe much to each and every one of you who have 
contributed to my growth as a person, including 
temporal and spiritual needs.

- Compiled by Julie Dowd, Communications Director

Special Feature
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Elderhostel at Lindenwood
Three times a year, for the last ten years, Elderhostelers 
have been coming to the Lindenwood Retreat and 
Conference Center for week-long learning experiences.  
An Elderhosteler is a person with 55 or more years of 
life experience who knows that learning is a lifelong 
pursuit that opens minds and enriches lives.  They 
yearn for new ideas, challenges and experiences.  They 
come from every walk of life to learn together.

The Elderhostel program itself was founded in 
1974 when Marty Knowlton, a world traveler, was 
sharing stories with David Bianco, a university 
administrator, about his walking tour of Europe and 
how he was impressed by the youth hostel network, 

staff create extraordinary experiences by sharing 
stimulating information that excites one’s mind and 
enriches one’s life.

All that is needed to participate in an Elderhostel 
program is an inquiring mind, an adventurous spirit 
and the belief that learning and discovery are lifelong 
activities.  Come, join us!

- Ruth Van Vactor, Program and Marketing Coordinator 
for Lindenwood Retreat and Conference Center, with 
information provided by Elderhostel, Inc., a not-for-profit 
organization.  www.elderhostel.org

Sometimes Elderhostel classes are “hands-on”

Classes for Elderhostels
The central theme for the Elderhostel 
programs at Lindenwood is Self-Healing 
Practices for a Holistic Lifestyle.  Typically 
there are three presenters that offer three 
different classes each day for the week.  
Examples of the classes that Elderhostelers 
have enjoyed at Lindenwood are:  

 I Must Have Been Dreaming!
 Techniques for Remembering and 

Understanding Dreams

 A Journey Through Time & Space:
 The Labyrinth

 Adding Zest to Life:
 How to Stay in the Driver’s Seat 
 with Your Foot on the Pedal

 Using Essential Oils 
 for Health and Wellness

Classes for 2006 are:

 Create Your Own Prayer Beads, 
 Brain Aerobics and Yoga
 —July 9–14 

 Clay, Paint and Photography
 —September 17–23

with its inexpensive lodgings and opportunities to 
meet fellow travelers.  David, after hearing about 
Marty’s experiences, said “this campus doesn’t need 
a youth hostel; it ought to have an elder hostel.”  And 
the name was born.   In the summer of 1975, 220 
participants enjoyed the first Elderhostel experience.  
Today, Elderhostel is the world’s largest provider 
of lifelong learning programs for adults.  Each 
year, approximately 170,000 people participate in 
Elderhostel’s nearly 8,000 programs throughout 
the United States and Canada and in more than 90 
countries around the world.

Lindenwood offers Elderhostel participants excellent 
educational topics of extraordinary value, with 
comfortable accommodations, delicious meals and the 
camaraderie of their fellow participants.  Our expert 
instructors, experienced group leaders and helpful 

Lindenwood

http://www.elderhostel.org/
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Center and Catherine Kasper Home, Ministry Center 
Services and Ancilla College. 

The Earth Celebration included a staccato of 
spontaneous stories from representatives of our 
ministries sharing actions that they are taking to 
“Touch the Earth, Our Home.”  This sharing became 
an example of how each action ripples out to influence 
in a greater way our care for Earth.

From Genesis chapter 1 we heard, “And God looked at 
everything that God had made, and was very pleased.”

God made the heavens, the earth and all creatures 
upon the earth and was pleased because all of this 
reflected his goodness.  Since everything that God 
creates reflects something of God, we display a 
lack of gratitude to him when we spoil and ruin that 
reflection. 

We always need to be conscious of how our own way 
of living adds to the spoiling or misuse of the earth for 

today and for future generations.  Meaningful changes 
can always be made on the individual level.  But when 
we act together, the power of our actions becomes 
multiplied and ripples even further. 

Earth Day celebrations become venues for collective 
action.  Each department at the Ministry Center shared 

(Earth Day, continued from page 1)

Inspire us to respect and care for this 
community of life that you have blessed 
us with.  We ask your blessing, O God. 

the environmentally conscious actions they participate 
in on a daily basis.  Spirited by this litany of earth-
friendly activities, five interdepartmental groups 
headed outdoors to put their hands to the earth; raking, 
hoeing, picking up and planting.  Four groups gave 
new life to the CKH and courtyard gardens, college 
entrance and the hillside near Clare House.  The fifth 
group rejoiced in the calm weather as they collected 
trash from the surrounding parking lots.  

Everyone was invited to be involved in some 
way.  JESSE (Joint Educational Service in Special 
Education) students, Sisters and Maria Center residents 
created hand-decorated placemats to announce the 
day.  Sister Marguerite Niesen and her Sister helpers 
produced scrolls with sayings from the Earth Charter 
that each person received as they passed through the 
food serving line the day before Earth Day.  Diana 
Skiba, Development and Dawn Hurford, Dietary drew 
the community bulletin board announcement.  And so 
many, others from the various ministries, especially 
Facilities/Grounds services and Dietary Services, 
pitched in to make the celebration a success. 

After all the “invigorating” work was over, 
participants gathered for a healthy lunch.  The menu, 
satisfying yet simple, consisted of Ancilla beef 
“sloppy jo’s” on whole wheat buns accompanied by 
organic carrots and celery and rounded out with tasty 
organic apples and bananas.

This modest Earth Celebration is a microcosm of 
other events and focused attention on ways to build a 
sustainable world.  Related world-wide collaboration 
involves various countries and international 

Ideas to Touch the Earth
• Remove yourself from junk mail lists—over 

100 million trees are felled each year to 
produce junk mail.

• If every household replaced one light bulb 
with a compact fluorescent bulb, it would be 
the equivalent of eliminating the pollution 
from 1 million cars.

• Buy from farmers’ markets and producers of 
environmentally friendly, locally grown food 
(hint: Earthworks Market, Plymouth Farmers 
Market, Ancilla Beef and Grain Farm) 

• Use appliances carrying the Energy Star—
these can save an average family $400 per 
year in energy bills. 

These are just a few ways to help.  There are 
many, many websites concerning Earth Day and 
ways to protect the environment.  It’s amazing 
what can be done from the grassroots.

Special Interest
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is ours.  Consequently, “we need a shared vision of 
basic values to provide an ethical foundation for the 
emerging world community.” 

The Earth Charter has four broad themes: 1) respect 
and care for the community of life, 2) ecological 
integrity, 3) social and economic justice, and 4) 
democracy, nonviolence and peace.  This inspiring 
and challenging document contains the very values we 
espouse as Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ:  openness 
to the Spirit, simplicity, community and dignity and 

organizations.  A guiding document today for this 
international effort is the Earth Charter.  

“The Earth Charter is a declaration of fundamental 
principles for building a just, sustainable and peaceful 
global society in the 21st century.  It seeks to inspire in 
all peoples a new sense of global interdependence and 
shared responsibility for the well-being of the human 
family and the larger living world.  It is an expression 
of hope and a call to help create a global partnership at 
a critical juncture in history.”

The preamble to this document outlines the critical 
moment in our Earth’s history.  It emphasizes the 
sacred trust and responsibility we bear to protect 
the well-being of our planet.  While our global 
situation in various countries is perilous these 
situations aren’t inevitable if we act together.  The 
choice for a global partnership to care for our Earth 

Inspire us to actions of ecological 
integrity for this community of life that 
you have blessed us with.  We ask your 

blessing, O God.

respect for all.  The American Province has embraced 
the Earth Charter as part of the focus for our future 
direction.  We do indeed “Touch the Earth, Our Home” 
both globally, as we live out the principles of the Earth 
Charter and locally, as we create and sustain earth-
friendly habits in our daily lives. 

-	Sister Shirley Bell, Sister Linda Volk and Julie Dowd

(Left) To celebrate Earth Day, groups gathered from 
around the Ministry Center to put their hands to the 
earth by raking, hoeing, picking up and planting

State University.  He returned to Indiana to obtain 
his Doctorate of Education in Higher Education 
Administration from Indiana University.  Dr. May 
has extensive knowledge of higher education in two 
year colleges having served five years as President of 
Louisburg College, Louisburg, North Carolina, as well 
as Vice President and Dean of Academic and Student 
Services at Waycross College in Waycross, Georgia, 
and most recently, Vice President of Academic and 
Student Services at Eastern Shore Community College 
in Melfa, Virginia.

“I am humbled by the confidence shown in me by 
the Ancilla College Board of Trustees,” Dr. May 

stated.  “My wife, Joan, and I are excited about the 
opportunity to come to Ancilla College and work 
with the Board, the college staff and students and 
the extended community to build upon the solid 
foundation established by my predecessors.  We are 
also very excited about moving back to Indiana.”

-	Jim Bastis, Executive Director Enrollment Management

(College, continued from page 1)
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Letters of Thanks From Africa

Dear Sisters,

First receive much and warm 
greetings from Moses and other 
family members.  I’m happy 
to inform that we are okay 
under the tender care of our 
almighty father and as well we 
are continuing with our daily 
activities well.  I am also happy, 

together with the family members, that you continue 
caring for me to achieve my goal.  I thank God so 
much and pray so much that He keeps you safe and 
protects you so that you may assist me in my school 
fees and other things.  I am also happy to inform you 
that next year I’m joining form four (fourth year of 
school) that will mark my secondary education and if 
not for your support, I couldn’t make it for my case.

At this time of the year in Kenya we have crops in our 
shamba and we are expecting to harvest in February 
otherwise I am praying for you so much to continue 
with the same spirit.

Yours faithfully,
Moses Munyuauki

Dear Sisters,

First of everything, may I take 
this golden time to say a word 
of hello to you whoever you 
are.  How are you there with 
your work.  It is my hope and 
prayer that you are doing it 
in care and protection of our 
almighty father who cares for 

us all.  May almighty father guide you day and night as 
you go on with your work.

The main point of writing to you this letter is just to 
thank you for the fee you have provided for secondary 
education.  I thank God because of your support.  Here 
at our country we are just waiting for the food which 
is in our shambas to ripen so that we can help our 
parents to harvest before we open the school.  Another 
thing is that I am trying my best to do well in my 
academic performance.  This term I had a grade of C 
and more to that I must try my best when I go to form 
two (second year of education) to attain a grade of B+.

With these few remarks may God bless you all. 
Thank you.

Mary Ciamunda Mutugi

Sunday, September 10, 2006
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

PHJC Ministry Center – Donaldson, IN
(7 miles west of Plymouth and 2 miles south of U.S. 30)

Homemade Foods • Craft Booths • Children’s Games • Bingo
a BIG RAFFLE for:  Handmade Quilts • Afghans • Prizes Galore!

62nd  Annual

The following letters were received earlier this year from the PHJC sponsored students in Kenya.  Sister Esther 
Dolezal, PHJC ministers to these students.


